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Abstract - F. Roma-Marzio, F. Pierotti, L. Peruzzi, Revised 
typification of the name Polygala pisaurensis (Polygalaceae).
The typification of the name Polygala pisaurensis is revised. 
The specimen previously selected as lectotype by P.V. Ar-
rigoni was collected in July 1879, after publication of the 
protologue, and cannot be considered original material. A 
specimen preserved in the Caruel collection at the Pisa Her-
barium (PI) is here designated as the lectotype. 

Key words - Italian endemic flora, lectotypification, origi-
nal material, Polygalaceae

Riassunto - F. Roma-Marzio, F. Pierotti, L. Peruzzi, Revi-
sione della tipificazione del nome Polygala pisaurensis (Po-
lygalaceae).
La tipificazione del nome Polygala pisaurensis viene qui 
revisionata. Il campione precedentemente seleziona-
to come lectotipo da P.V. Arrigoni fu raccolto nel luglio 
1879, dopo la pubblicazione del protologo, e non può 
quindi essere considerato materiale originale. Un cam-
pione presente nell’Erbario Caruel conservato presso 
l’Erbario di Pisa (PI) viene qui designato come lectotipo.

Parole chiave - flora endemica italiana, lectotipificazio-
ne, materiale originale, Polygalaceae

Introduction

This study is part of the ongoing work promoted 
by the Italian Botanical Society aimed at identify-
ing and typifying the names of taxa described from 
Italy and documenting their loci classici, in order to 
improve their systematic knowledge and provide a 
basis for further studies (Domina et al., 2012; Peru-
zzi et al., 2015 2019a; Brundu et al., 2017). Among 

these taxa is Polygala pisaurensis Caldesi (Caldesi, 
1879), described from the surroundings of Pesaro, 
in the Marche region (central Italy).
According to the taxonomic treatment proposed 
by Arrigoni (2014), and more recently supported 
by Peruzzi et al. (2019b), the Italian endemic Poly-
gala flavescens DC. (Candolle, 1813) includes three 
allopatric subspecies: a) the autonym, widespread 
across the Italian peninsula; b) P. flavescens subsp. 
maremmana (Fiori) Arrigoni (see Fiori et al., 1908; 
Arrigoni, 2014), narrowly endemic to Argentario 
(Tuscany); c) P. flavescens subsp. pisaurensis (Cald-
esi) Arcangeli (see Arcangeli, 1882), endemic to the 
Adriatic slopes of Marche and Emilia-Romagna.
The name P. flavescens, under which this taxon is 
currently placed at subspecific rank, was lectotyp-
ified by Roma-Marzio & Peruzzi (2017), whereas 
P. flavescens var. maremmana Fiori in Fiori et al. 
(1908) was correctly typified by Arrigoni (2014). In 
the same work, Arrigoni (2014) also designated a 
“lectotype” for Polygala pisaurensis based on a spec-
imen preserved in FI and labelled “Pesaro, Caldesi, 
22 Luglio 1879”. The protologue of Polygala pisau-
rensis, however, was published in April 1879 (see 
also Stafleu & Cowan, 1976; Peruzzi et al., 2015) 
and explicitly refers to plants collected near Pesaro 
in July 1878: “Nel luglio dello scorso anno 1878, per-
correndo la spiaggia di Pesaro, a un chilometro dalla 
città raccolsi una Polygala senza neanche sospetto al-
cuno ch’ella non fosse la flavescens…” [In July of the 
previous year, 1878, while walking along the beach 
of Pesaro, one kilometre from the town, I collect-
ed a Polygala without even the slightest suspicion 
that it was not the flavescens…] (Caldesi, 1879). A 
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direct examination of the specimen preserved in FI 
(FI001342, available at: https://parlatore.msn.unifi.
it/types/search.php) confirmed that it was collected 
in July 1879, so that it cannot be considered original 
material (Art. 9.4 of the ICN, Turland et al., 2025). 
Accordingly, Arrigoni’s “lectotypification” cannot 
be accepted, and the typification of Polygala pisau-
rensis is revised here.

Materials and methods

Original material was searched for in FI, W and 
WRSL (acronyms follow Thiers, 2026), the main 
Herbaria known to house Caldesi’s collections 
(Stafleu & Cowan, 1976). According to Vangelisti 
et al. (2025), Caldesi donated several specimens to 
Théodore Caruel (1830-1898), whose personal her-
barium is preserved in PI as a separate collection, 
and is currently the subject of a dedicated digitiza-
tion project (Lastrucci et al., 2025). For this reason, 
specimens housed in PI were also examined in order 
to trace further original material.

Typification of the name

Polygala pisaurensis Caldesi (1879: 189)
≡ Polygala flavescens DC. subsp. pisaurensis (Cald-
esi) Arcang., Comp. Fl. Ital.: 68. 1882. ≡ Polygala 
vulgaris L. var. pisaurensis (Caldesi) Paol. in Fiori & 
Paol., Fl. Anal. Ital. 2: 230. 1901.

Type (lectotype, here designated): – ITALY. Marche: 
Presso Pesaro, Luglio 1878, L. Caldesi s.n. (PI115573, 
image of the lectotype is available at https://iiif.jacq.
org/viewer/?manifest=https://api.jacq.org/v1/iiif/
manifest/2464451)

Discussion

At PI we traced in the Herbarium Caruel (PI-CAR) 
a specimen (PI115573) collected by Caldesi near Pe-
saro in July 1878, corresponding to the same locality 
and date cited in the protologue. Accordingly, this 
specimen can be safely considered original material 
(Art. 9.4 of the ICN, Turland et al., 2025). Despite 
the survey carried out in FI, W, and WRSL, no fur-

ther original material of Polygala pisaurensis was 
traced in these herbaria. Accordingly, the specimen 
PI115573 is here selected as the lectotype of Polygala 
pisaurensis.
Although the specimen found in PI consists of two 
fragments rather than a complete plant, it is well 
preserved and bears flowers, fruits, and seeds; these 
diagnostic features allow its identification with the 
plant described in the protologue and with the cur-
rent application of the name (Arrigoni, 2014; Pig-
natti et al., 2017; Peruzzi et al., 2019b).
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