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ON THE FIGURE OF GIUSEPPE MENEGHINI

Giuseppe Meneghini (Padova 1811 - Pisa 1889) was an Italian 
naturalist and politician who gained international fame during 
the XIX Century (Supplementary Figure S1). After graduating 
in medicine and surgery in 1834, during 1849 he obtained the 
tenure of geology and mineralogy at the University of Pisa. Al-
though having published just a few short studies on geology, he 
showed attitude and a good level of preparation for this role. 
From his long-term friend Paolo Savi (1798-1871), an eminent zo-
ologist and geologist, he learned valuable information about the 
geologic setting of Tuscany. Savi was a prime source of informa-
tion for him as he already published the Carta geologica dei Monti 
Pisani levata dal vero (Savi, 1832). Having the general geology of 
Tuscany clearly in mind, Meneghini started to dedicate his time 
to paleontology, studying the fossil specimens housed in the Mu-
seo di Geologia e Paleontologia dell’Università di Pisa. Thanks 
to him, the core of the paleontological collection was established.
In 1851, Savi and Meneghini published Osservazioni stratigrafiche 
e paleontologiche concernenti la geologia della Toscana e dei paesi 
limitrofi (Savi & Meneghini, 1851), a 245-page-long work, shaped 
as an appendix to the Italian translation of the Memoria sulla 
struttura geologica delle Alpi, degli Apennini e dei Carpazii by R. 
I. Murchison, concerning the stratigraphical and palaeontological 
characteristics of Tuscany.
After this relevant work, Meneghini continued to explore 
the territory of Tuscany, investigating both known and newly 
discovered fossiliferous localities such as Monte Pisano, Cornata di Gerfalco, and the surroundings of Campi-
glia. This fieldwork effort was also favored by his role of supervisor of several mining activities which largely 
increased his chances of finding new fossil material. From these sites he collected or acquired several new fossil 
samples that were promptly described in a seminal paper entitled Nuovi fossili toscani illustrati (Meneghini, 
1852). In this work, Meneghini documented 50 species of fossil plants recovered from the coal-bearing beds 
of the cinnabar mine of Jano; moreover, there he also provided the first description of the asteroid species 
Crenaster montalionis. Director geologist for several mining companies, in 1881 Meneghini was appointed as 
Director of the Museo di Storia Naturale dell’Università di Pisa (at that time, Museo di Geologia e Paleontolo-
gia). Among his extensive scientific production, his personal contribution to palaeontology was not just provided 
via monumental works or monographies, but also through several short papers of some great importance, often 
concerning new species or “problematica”, as in the case of Goniodiscus ferrazzii Mgh nuova stelleride Terziaria 
del Vicentino (Meneghini, 1887). In 1886 Meneghini was elected as Senator of the Italian Kingdom. He died 
three years after, in Pisa (1889). His mortal remains were buried in the monumental cemetery of Pisa, next to 
those of his mentor Paolo Savi (Pirona, 1890).
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A portrait of Giuseppe Meneghini excerpted from the 
commemorative paper by Pirona (1890).
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